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From the
Editor
A BUSY YEAR AHEAD

I hopc that anv of our rcaders who over-
indulgecl cluring the festive season are fulh'
recovered. as 1992 promises to bc a busr"n'ear.

The British Vaterr,,'avs Bill has been joincd in
Parliament by the Tiansport & Vrorks Bill. n hich
has evcn n'orsc implications fbr thc waterwavs.
I shan't bore you at length here u''ith more of m.v
r.ieu's on the subject. partlv because David
Allison-Bccr covcrs tl-rc subjcct on ;rage 5 ancl
partll'because I'r-c bccn askecl kr speak on thc
topic et the AGI{ (sce page l0) and *'ant to leave
mvself somethir"rg to say'then.

At a Branch level ne shall. for the flrst time fcrr
man\' )'ears, have not one irut trvo full scalc
Branch Rallies. Vre'rc fortunate in havins an
cnthusiJ\l ir' group of nrcnrbe r. in t hc tsrcniforr I

:rrea n'ho had the idea of a rallv thcrc. ran a small
pih r1 x11r' last rc.rrndarc raringtogo u ith e full-

scale event thisJull: Nleann'hile Canalvuav Cavaf
caclc reachcs its tenth rear and aims to be bigler
:rnd bctter th:rn er.er Derails of both are on page 5.

Hrrrvever I timc the pubhcationof l,)xcalibur,
(rncl that see rns to depend less on m1'plans than
r>rr hon' Iate contributors are n'ith cxpected
articlcs!). it aln'a1's seems that somt:thing
important is duc to happen betu.een the clate I
se nd it off to thc thc printers and the date you'll
be reading it. Tl-ris time the thing that falls into
the gap is thc Branch Committce's rcvieq'of the
ilrea mee tings \!'e hcld just before Christrnas and
its decisions about n'hat to do ncxt in this line.
Thc mectings at Ilillingclon Canal Cruising Club
have bccome firmlv csrrblished: b1'the time xru
reld this a Februart'meeting is due to havc taken
place the re. ancl dctails of a March me e ting are in
our Diarv page s. But for some of the other parts
of Loncion it mav be that q.'e haven't vct founcl
thc right venuc. I m conficlent that the Branch
Committee \\'ill $'ant to continue trf ing: definitc
ncn.s in our next issuc.

So it ce rtainlr-looks as if w-e'll be busr''. Please
he ed Flric (larlancl's plca on the opposite page
tirr more peoplc t<; come firrrr'ard (r serve on thc
Branch C<>mmittee: n'e need xru.
YOUR LETTERS

I m vcrv pleased, for thc second issue
running. to be ablc to include a page of readers'
le ttcrs. I hope this n'ill become established as a
rcgr-rlar f'eature of Flxcalibur: keep thern coming.
I nsolicitecl articles are also \\clcor.r-rc: once again
Rogcr Squircs has turned up trumps. n'ith a letter
Jlr.Ll1 th. Ihante. lrtd lrticlc rpagr ol:rhout;r
verv diff'erent river.

NAME COMPETITION_THE STORY'S END

Anthonv tloope t n'ho q.-or-r the prize ti>r tl-rc
bcst e ffort b1' prop<>sing no fcr,e r thcn e ight neu
names, kindly agrccd to donate his prize to bc
rafflcd or othe rwise used for the bcnlit of tl-re

Branch. Manv thanks Anthonr:

APOLOGYTIME
A ferl. errors crept into the last issr.rc. fbr r.r'hich

*'c apologisc. Thc aclcircss of the Abbev
Communitv Centre, tfrc ne\\' \'cnuc for our
Central London mcetings. \\'as correct in most of
the places it n.as quotecl. but r"'e managccl to gct
it *.rong on thc back covcr. 'I his crror also cre pt
into thc text or-r thc Dran' tickcts. .\ re :lLlcf \\'r()tc
to point out some inaccuracics in thc placing of
br,rs stops on thc nrry shon'ing hLrs tt) get to the
Abbey' Cornmunrtv Centrc. l'hat one w-asn t
reallv our fault. as s'c used a m:rp provicled br'
the Centre itse lf. but or-rr epokrgics anvuar'. Alsc>

on the back page \\'c marragccl to get \r'rong
(tq.'icel) the name of the clonor: of tl-tc first prize
in our Neq- Ycar Drls: Sovereign \larine''
should. oicourse. be Sovcrrrgn \lrrtx'boats '.

Our most sincere apologie s to thcm.
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From the
Region Ghairman:
David Allison-Beer
Bills, Bills and Billsl

Bills are often in our minds in the first months
olthe year as we pay for Christmas and New Ycar
Sale purchases. Bills, both parliamentar,v and
financial have been much in IVAs mind recentlr:
I consider parliamentar_v bills in this article.

The House of Lords spent much of last vear
considering the British Watern'aYs Bill. As ir is a
Private Bill, there is the option to peririon rhe
House for changes. A numbcr of r.aterwav
interests did this and have nroduced manv
heneficial changes. Your Branch Chairman has
explained why M didnot petition in the LorG,
a decision with n'hich I agrec. V/e appreciate thc
nork of these organisations ancl. in particular, of
Lindl'Foster. In recognition of this, Council has
made her a Life Member of IVA.

Thc Lords'third reading is on 2TJanuarr'. 81'
the time vou read this, it should have passed to
the Commons, and IrX/A will be petitioning therc
fbr further changes. Unfortuatelv space docs not
permit much detail here but I n,ill liighlight some
matters q hich concern me .

The Bill will permit BW to control closel,v
where and hov"'_vou moor, to such an extent that
mooring breaste d up at a rallt', even it does not
causc obstruction, could be stoppecl. Also in the
Bill, ts\f seek powe rs of access to the ir
rl.ate rwavs from borciering lancl. This n'ill mean
that it is unnecessarv to be able to carrv out
maintenance from the waterwav itself. Therc
q'ill be a detrimental effect on remainder
\ ''aterways as navigable bridgc herghts and
maintained channcls n'ill not be necessarr. for
maintcnance boats. The ven' successful 1991
National Waterwat's Festival was held on
rcmainder waterw-a1-s at V'indmill Encl. After this
Bill a rcpcat mav bc impossible.

On 11 November the Government's
Transport ancl V/orks Bill n'as published. This
alters the parliamentrrt' procedurcs for carrving
out q,'orks on transport s,vstenrs, primarilr'
railv'a.vs, so that the requirement for Private Bills
is replaced by one for Statuton' Instrumenrs.
I{ov'ever the Bill also includes warer\\'avs, so the
Se cre tary of State would har.e p<twe rs to alter or
remove anv waterwa!'! inclucling ant' right of
navigation, without a Bill.

Therc is no right to petirion as this is a

Gove rnment Bill. so our only chance for cl-range
is through lobbying N{Ps. At present the Bill is in

its Committee Stage. I attended one of the
Committce sittings r,,'here there was support
from all parties for changes in the Bill to ensure
that there u'as a requirement for consultation
q'ith users and/or owners before implemenu-
tion of an order The Minister has produced a

draft list of bodies to be consulted which
includes the National Rivers Authoritv where
their rivers are involved and the lnland
lWaterwavs Amenity Advisor,v Council n'here
BrW l.aterwars are affected. It appears that where
work will involve a waters'av not covered b1'
these bodies, which is most of those currentlv
being restored, there is onl,v a requirement to
consult the ou..ners. Therc q'ill be a list of bodies
including the I$fA r",ith r'"'hich it is recom
mcnded to consult. Hon'cver this rvill not be
compulsorv A possiblc scenario sould be
wherc the ou'ncrs have agreed to thc rcmoval of
the bed of a canal on q'hich rrrluntcers have
been n'orking on resloration and no-<>ne finds
out about this until the rr.ork is cornpletcci. If vou
clon't belicvc this, iLlst conside r s'hat nearlr'
happened last Novenbcr',r'hcn fl\\'put up for
auction part of the bed of thc Sankev Canal, a

canal which is currentlv undcr re-storation. Only
through the efforts of thc M and the local
restoration group and a question in the
Commons was it withdraq'n from salc. On that
occasion wc found oLlt: s:e mav not fincl out
tb()ut \'()rk> unlcss tht'r( is ( ( )mpulsur\'
consultation.

Bv a few minutes' work vou can help our
campaign and the future of the wate rn.a1.s. \We

nee d everv single member to write to their MP
(name and address in the local librarv or'lorr'r-r
Hall)expressing their concerns abr>ut thcse Bills.
If possible q'rite tn'o separate letters, as thc
l)cpartmcnt of the Environment will bc
involve d n'ith thc B\X'bill and the Department of
Transport q ith the Transport and Vbrks. Ycrur
letter does not necd to be longer than two or
three paragraphs nor does it ncecl to go into great
deuil. You can easilr.paraphrase ml comme nts
above and point out that \-olr are intcrcstcd
in \r'ater$-avs even if there are none in the
constitucnc\r Plcasc ask \-(rur l\lP t(r rcfcr \1rur
lettcr to the relc\,ant ministe r so thev knon' otrr
ft'clings. Your Branr'h Chairman or magazinr'
editor will suppl,v anv further information vou
ma1'ncccl. or cont2ct me. particularl)- if vour N{P

sl'ro*'s intcrcst. There are or.er l0 constituencics
in London : if cach Branch mcmber s'rites on
just one Bill those N{P's should each receive
about l0 letters; enough to make them take
notice. This is, after all. an clcctron Vear. If vou
have alreadl.n-ritten about onc of thc Ilills. tl'rank
vou : w hV not writc about thc othcrr
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Narrowboating on the Amazon
V'hilst one expects to fincl narroq'-beam

craft on the canals of Venice, or even ir-r China,
the last place on earth one expects to see a

nerro\\' beam craft operating as a norking
boat is on the Lrroad rcaches of the Antazon.

Last Summcr vu'e had thc chance to vi:iit
Iquitos, Pcru, on the upper reaches <tf the
River Amazon. Iquitos is tl-rc highest point
q'l-tich ocean-going crafi regularlv reach on
the ri','e r. The amazing thing is that Iquitos is
over 2.J00 miles fror-n the sea. r'et still 1,100
r-niles ftctm the Ant:rzons sollrcc. The river
he re is alreadv up to tl n-rile v'ide ancl .10 feet
dccp during the drr seasor-r. and has a flou'of
bctrl'een 6 ancl 10 knots. Thc speed of the
flon- is nclt causccl bi' the gradicnt, ltut simplr.
hv thc vtrlumc {)l $atrr upstrcanl r',rming
doq'n frorn the Andes, It is bccar,rse of this ancl
the need to be able ft) go ul) the narros-
backvu'aters that a speciel sort of nerrou'boat
has dcr,eloped as the maid of'-all-n.ork for this
section ofthe river.

The craft are of tvu.o rnain stt'les. The
majoritv are arour-rd rft vu'ide lnd 35ft long
altl-rough some'collectives' (rnarket boats)
har.e a 10ft beam and are.i5ft in length. All d.re

craft are locallv built from wood on slipn.a.,'s
bv the ri'n'er Generallv thev ha'n'e a hardq.'ood
frame q'hich is cor.ered bv overlappir-rg
planks. These are flexed to shape and pinned
into place. Since the1. uke a lot of v,'ear ther.
are generallv replaced about everl' three
vears. The craft have flat bottom sections, but
n'ith stems and skegs built inro the line.
Hoq,'ever verv long sn'ims at both the bow
and the stern effectivelv reduce the madmum
floor width to around four feet. This
disaclvantage is ovcrcome b\.the use of built
in ledge seats on both sides of the hull. Some
boats ha."'e bovr'tanks of steel, mainl,v used for
fuel storage, and all are powered br'4-stroke
petrol engines giving outputs of between 50
and 60 HP The combination of long swims,
kant sides and deep water enable the boats to
flr' through the water at berv!'een 20 and 30
knots in the main river channel. I regularly
covered 50 miles don.nstream in 2 7z hours.
The upstream iournev took another hour.

The cabins on the boats reflect the l'eathcr
conditions of the area, where thc constant
temperature ( -u-t3() " ) anci tl.rc high humiditr'
(80 85%) demand open sides through n'hicl'r
a breczc can circulate,

Regular tropical rein fbrces the neecl frrr a

strong pitcl'rcd roof. and thesc are cc)r-crccl
n ith krcal palrn leevcs. Roll-ckru'r-r plastic siclc

sheets are use d to protcct the boats (x'e rnight
and to stol-r cargocs fron-r gctting n'et.

All boats are built $'ith 'facilities'. T'his
consists of an extension to tl-rc stern on q'hicfr
an upstanding cabin is built. The hut is

approacl-red bv a srr-rgle plank akrngsicle the
oLltboard cngine. C)n thc bcttcI clualitV boets
plastic loo scats hicle tl-rc l-role belon-. The
flr,rsh is achieved b1'turnirrg up the speed to
the inboard outboard u'l-rrcl-r at high revs
offers a biclet effe ct.

\\''e r.r'ere surprisecl bv the sizc of tfre loacls
carried bv these craft: firur or tivc large oil
drums. baskets of bananas and general
supplies interspersecl bv hammocks tbr the
long-distance trar.ellers. N{uch of the traffic q,e

sa$'\ ''as to ancl from Iquitos, a to\r'n set in the
hcart ofthe rain forest and onh'accessible br'
watcr or air. Vrhat surprised us \\'as the
versatilit,v of these craft. Thet' were equallv
at home on the widest ri'"'er sections. where
the wind n'hips up sizeable waves, and on the
narroq,'. n'inding creeks which offer the onll'
access to the Indian villages of the River
People. The shallon' draft, especiallv at the
bon', is used to moor up against the logs
vr'hich act as steps and ietties on the steeplv-
sloping river banks.

Narrovu.boating on the Amazon provided
us n'ith a nen- look at cruising, and one that
nas far removed from what rl'e knoq'on our
canals. But somehow I don't think that palm
leaves on the roof and open flush loos would
be verv practical design features if the craft
were imported to the U.K. Even so, few would
stand aside from the opportuni$'of sampling
this different form of narroe- boating if the
chance came their $,'a\r

ROGER SQUIRES
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On the Metreau
News and Gossip of London's lllhterurays

BACK ON THE BACK RIVERS
Therc has bcen a v"'elcomc rcturn to tl-rc Borr'

Back Rir.e rs. 'fhe dredger Riter rf tIope, fcatured
on the front of the Spring 1991 issuc of Excalibur,
has come back on hire from V.htcrmasters (L;K)
Ltd to n'ork on cleaning up the Three N{ills Rirer
under the auspices of the East London Rivers
Initiati\e (ELRI), a partnership betqeen New.ham
Borough. BV' and local business Kesslers
lnterrrational. Thc rc-launch of Rit,er oI Hope
took place on 7 Januarl: hosted b1' the Dane
Group Ltd. w'ho har.e donate<l 52000 to the
project. Region Chairman David Allison Becr
represented IWA at thc ccremon\'. ELRI has
alrcady' cle are d over 1000 tons of rubbish fron-r
thc Boq'Ilack and \Wate rq'orks Rivers.

Le t mc Llkc this opportunitv to rcmind vou of
thc KESCRG/IVA ncrk camp on the Rack Rivers
ciuring the periocl 2.1Julv to 9 August this vear. If
\'ou're intercsted in taking part. plcase c()nuct
Ken Parish on 0622-858J29.

THAMES MAINTENANCE CUTS
\{ost of us are q'ell-uscd to the difTicultics

q'hich stcm from cuts in Govcrnntcnt grxnt-
in-aicl to BV. but the latter isn't thc onlr-
organisatkrn $'ith this problcm. ln October rhc
N.R.A. announced a postponenlent of s()mc of
thcir plannccl u,inter maintenance programme
ts a result ofa recluction in their srant.

HELP WANTED IN ISLINGTON
The lslington Narroq. Boat Association has

ov''necl end run a commur-rin' narror,'boat.,,1rigel
oJ lslington, bascd at Cir). Road Basin in
lslington, frrr ovcr l5 1'ears. The narrovu'boat is
used b1' a r','idc varictv of local groups, fron-r
toddlers to senior citizcns. hanclicapped ancl
ablc-boc1ied. It is funclecl bv a grant from the
London Borough of Islrngton. frorn thc
ct>ntributions made bv grcups hiring thc boar
ancl bv donations. l'he Association cmplo,vs a

full-time skipper and a part timc booking officer
but is manage d bt' a committce of rclunte crs.

V'e are interestccl in finding nen' people to
assist in running the boat, and anvone preparecl
to givc up a little time is invited to contact Cr\rsral
ll.tlc. -o\ocl Rolri. Lrrp.lrn NI. plroncrr-l J2rr
.i591 The skills n'c are looking f<rr are secrecrrial,
iund raising, boat maintenance and financial.

THE TRAVETS OF PANACEA
In Our Augtrst issLrc $'e ntentioncd l'to$'

Cenaln'av Cavalcade Director Libby Rraclshaq's
bott Panacea gcts used b1' all sorts of pcoplc
other than Libbv herself. The saga continues.
Libbv hadn't intencled aking thc boat to thc
National this vear until Petcr Jacknran
intcrvcncd. Hc hacl bookecl his on'n boat lrrgg.s
into the Netional, but it r"'as stranded bv
stoppages on the Basingstoke. So, in conjunc
tion r''ith urious other fblk hc took Libbr"s boat
instead, Libbv joining them For part of the
National itself. After the National, Peter had to
return homc and left the boat in \Xblvcr-
hamptorr. V'c cx1>ectccl to hear that sorne hon it
n'or,rlcl get back to l.ondorr.

During tl-rc Auturr.rn. Libbv firuncl time to use
hcr orr'n boat for once. and got it as near homc
as Trcvor on thc Llangollen Canall It n'as last
heard of being r',orked South bv Richard Bird
(E:rcalibur's printe r) rnd Dorothv Robbic. V'ho
knoq..s q'ho'll be next.

THE BASINGSTOKE AGAIN
Do vou fancl'a cla1'out in glorious

surroundings with. if I'ou're luckyt a bit of
boating thron'n in-l If so Vou could join a squad
doing banksicle clerr:rnce on the llxsingstoke
Canrl. If rou'r'c got rclinghv or a trailable boat.
vou could bring it and enlarge the flotilla. t[arnr
clothing, stout fbot$exr and x)ur on'n firod are
needed. Tirols ancl overgros'th arc providecl.
Thcy are curre ntlv working V/cst of Crookham
x'l'rarf (rr q.'crc n.hen this item q'as sent to me !)

and mee t on the first ancl third Sunclavs of eaclr
month. For more clctails ring PctcrJacknran on
O i8l --2112. (Tbat s tl.)e tlrit'd lrrcntioil ol Peter
itt tl.tis issue so.lar; ts be takirtgot'er?)

ARE YOU A SPURIOUS RADAR ECHO?
The car.n;raign to ake tl)c stinla out of thc Pl.As

ncn rcgulations kr forcc all vessels o\-er 20nr
(n'hich includcs full-lcngth narro\\'bo:lts) on
thc tidal 'f hames to carrv r'.h.f. raclio continues.
The sharp clue stion conce rns such cratt making
passage betq'een Brentforcl ancl Tcddington.
E-xcaltbur has see n co1-rics of c<>rrcs1-ronclence

bctn'ccn thc PI-A ancl l)avid Drincs. Lonclrn
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Reminder of Region and Branch Annual General Meetings

Notice was given in the last issr.re of
Excalibur that the Annual General meetings
ofthe South East Region and London Branch
will be held on the follov,'ins dates:-

SOUTH EAST REGION
Thursdav 12 March 1992, 8.00 pm ar

AEU House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford. The
Region AGM will uke place immediatelv after
the Chelmsford Branch AGM. See map in the
next column for hor','to get there.

The A.G.M. n'ill be folloq'cd bv a talk bv
Ron Martin on')\\tational Tiail Boat Rallies'.

TONDON BRANCH
Thursclav 19 March 1992,7.aO pm at the

Abbev Communitv Centre, 2,i Great Sntitl-r
Street, Westminster. This is close to \!'est-
minster and StJames' Park tube stations and
convenient for manv bus routes.

The AGNI will be followed b1'a talk b,v Mike
Stevens on 'What is Parliament up to u)itb
tbe Wateru,als.2'.

The Agenda for each meeting will
be as follows:

Apologies for absence

Minutes of the last AGM, together wirh
the Minutes of an,v Special General
Meetings he ld during the period since
the last AGM.

Matters arising from the above Minutes.

Report of the Chairman

Report of the Se cretarl'.

Repon of the Theasurer and presentation
of accounts.

Adoption of audited accounts.

Appointment of Honorary Auditor.

Election of Committee.

Anv other business.

Address by Guest Speaker or other event.

NOTE
Nominations fbr Committees should bc in

s'riting. signed bv the proposer. seconcler and
nomince. Nominations must be received br.'

the Branch/Region 5ecreur\. as appropriarc.
not less than 1,i da1's before the AGM
concernccl.

BRANCH SECRETARY
Ilart il Dat ic'

169 Langham Road, London Nl5 3LP
Home: 081-8Bl ;i6BB

\!brk : 071-2J61232

REGION SECRETARY
N{ike Stimpson

l49a High Street. Rickmansv,'orth
Herts WD3 lAR

Home : 0923-721559
Work: 0923-770.i25
Mobilc:0831-ttl535r

HOW TO GET TO THE REGION A.G.M.

I

2
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o.

7.

8.

9.

10.

ll.

CHELI,|SFORD

aoi".*Jrr.
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Readers Write
NA\AL ERRORS AND OMISSIONS?

I am plcased to read that Lonclon Branch l-ras

decided to retain the title besto[.ed on its
magazine b.v the Founding Editor. thus bcaring
the emblem of the Association.

It s.'as a great disappointmenr ro me that ]'our
contributor allc'rv"'cd inaccuracics to spoil a verv
interesting article on Naval conne ctktns sl-ith the
Thames.

The Great Harrl'u'as built at Erith, n.hicl-r in
common u'ith othcr tor','ns ending in 'ithe'
(Greenhithc, Rotherhite etc) the Romans named
as placcs n'here ships lie (dce p n.ater). The Greot
Britdilt was not launched bur floated out ofher
clrv dock at Bristol int<> the Floating Harbor:r
after moclification of the masonrv of thc dock
to allou- exit. Thc Great Easterrt q.'as launched
sideq.'avs at Millq'all. named aftcr seven wind-
mills fbrmerlv on the sitc. The rc are remnants of
a canal on the sitc of Vbolwicl-r Arse nal. for the
hcavv gun barrcls to be taken bv special bargcs
to bc proved' clser,'hcrc, tl're re be ing no facilittcs
at Vt)ol\\-ich.

That puts thc re cord straight, but rl.hv leavc
out tfrc folJorl,'ing:

H.IIS Vitrrictr n'as tl-rc first ircln Naval r-esscl
Lruilt bv thc Thantcs Ironn'orks Shipbuilcling ancl
Engrneering Compan\'. The ir J0th ancl last, and
the l:Lst on the Thames (due to the shallc'rq'\\ater)
$.es 1LU.S Tbunrierer. a supe r-Drcadnaught. The
first kccl platcs n'e re laid on lJ April 1910. Shc
nasllunchedon I Fcbruarr' 1911 but had togo
cl(xl nstrcam to clee pcr R':ltcr at Dage nhem to be
fittecl'out. San'ruel V'illiams and Son built a fcrro
concrete jettv callccl "l'hunclercr Vrharf . latcr
''l'hamcs Terminall The supcrstructure. 12"
armour, tcn lJ.5 " & sixtecn + " gr-rns. f<tur
3-pounclers and three 2 1 " torpeclo tubcs l ere all
complete d br'.June l9l2.

Incidcnrtllv Thamcs Ironurrrks Shipbuilcling
ancl Engineering Co. had a fbotball team. 'fhc
lrons v''hich later becamc Vtst Hanl Ilnircd. All
thc de uils of 11,lIS Tltttnderer:rre ukcn front an
articlc in Tbantes I'olice As-sociatictn.lournctl <>f

Autunn i9-9 br'.Jirn Hon's<>rr. a rctirecl 'f harncs
Division ofTice r.

RON T N{ARI'IN
(ex SS1,i Thames Division)

Shorne, Kcnt

F.dibr's )\,ote. Surely tlte 'hitl.)e endiilg is .S.txon
rcttl:er tban Romart.2

MORE ABOUT THE TIDEVAY
I read Brian llilqood s lettcr ; 7i'ip On tLte

Ttdeu'a,\,\\'ith interest as I am grcatlv concerned
about safetv on the Rivcr. I q'onder if I could
off'er some comment and advrce.

V'e all must remember the Tideq'av musr bc
respected ancl not abuscd. Thc Thames tidcs are
f ickle, and cross currcnts e trap fclr thc unlr'arr'.
The Tl-ran'rcs is a busv Comnerci:rl 'iatcrn'av
s'ith large craft. Anv craft venturing out on the
Tirlcnrr musr h:r\c rrrlfit icnt pu\\er t', \t(n]
the tide. othcr\ ..isc thev arc a hazarcl to other
craft as rvell as to themselvcs. Also. essential
if 1'olr arc e strange r to thc Rivcr. xru must have
a Chart (lnirar'\hchting Chart C2 , Riter Tbantes.
Teddingt()n to Soutbe,td). This identifics all of
the Piers and Moorinfis that might be used in an
emergenc): Lastlll no-onc should start on a

Vovage that thev cannot reasonablv complete
in davlight.

Bctore anv trip or-r thc ticicn'av it is cssential
to consult the Tide 'lables. Not or-rl., do these
iclentifv thc IIigh ancl Lo*' Ticlcs. but ntore
importantlv thcv sho$ the \olLlmcs of the ebb
and fl<tn: Spring'l ides run t\\'icc xs fast as Ncaps.
Thus if lrur cnginc clocs n()t har-c substantial
po\\'er \-oll arc un$'isc to tr\- t<t push cl<trr'n llcls'
(lrcck on a Spring'l'icle since the transit tinte can
dor-rble as against the neap.

For ant' transit \.oll should be an'are of the
potcntial transit time. 'I'he norrnal narroF boat
takcs I n hours fr<tm l-ime house to Ilrcntfrrrcl.
On a ncap ticlc tl'rc transit time from Bon'Locks
to Rrcntford is -i /; hours. bLrt on a Spring Ticlc
thls can go Lrp to nearlr' 5 hours becausc of the
long push do*.n Bor.r- Creck. Bearing in mincl
that thc n'eekdav opening tirncs irt Borr' Locks
:irc frorn + lrours bcfitrc Iligfr Ticic at Lonclon
Bridge. or put another \\'al 5 hours betorc Higlr
Ticlc at Brcntfblcl. thc dcparturc n'inclon' is

criticalli' snrell. It is thus csscntial to plar-r ahcacl
ancl fbolhardl' to go if vou cannot reach vour
clcstinltion in reason:rble satctv

\i)ur corrcsponcient asks ebout nllcl transit
rnoorinss. Regrcttablv thcse are ten'ancl ncarlv
all reclr-rire prior booking. Onlv in cme rgcncics
should onc tie up on thc various dnfi*'<tod
lightcrs ancl buovs along thc routc. and in the
Ticleu av u1-r to Vands*'c)rth \'oll r', ill aln'avs be a
victim of n'ash from larger conrnrcrciul cr:rlt.
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Sat. 2c)th Sun. 1 ]llarch

MARCH
Sundav lst 2.3{Jpm

Saturdav 7th-Sundat 8th
Ti:esda,v lOrh 710 tbr Spm

V'ednesdar' 11th 8pm

Thursdar' 12th 8pm

Sat. l5th-Sun. l6rh

Tucsda_v lTth 8pm

Sat.2lst-Sun.22nd
Ttesdal 25th130for8pm
Saturdar' 28th 12.00 noon

London \{'RG

IVA LONDON BRANCH

NATIONAL \X,'ATER\!AYS
IVA LO}iDON tsRANCH

Waterways Events in and around London

FEBRUARY
Thursdar'2rth i30 for 8pm l\XA Kenr & E Sussex Fountain Inn, Barming, Nlaidstone: Roddr.

NlcKee; Zl:e Paddle Steamer Presert'atiotl
Sociell dild its steaners
Dig at Hann'ell

Guided q'alk along the Regent's Canal frorn
(lamden to Ptddingron ()leer ar (.amden Ix.n rube)

CLEAN.L]P V'EEKEND

Thursdar. l9th 7 for l.J0pnt

Hillingdorr Canal Club, \Saterloo Rd, t-'xbridge:
Politics 8 Clcnnls (Local Parliamentarv Cancli-
dates invited unless election arrangements
lntervene)
Social meeting at Camelot Rugbv Club,
Chaulden [.ane, Boxmoor, Hentel Hempstead
AEU House. Primrose Hill, Chelsmfcrrd.
Branch & REGION A.G.NI. firllo*'ed bv Ron
\Iertin: ,\atioltctl Tiail Boat Rallies
(Kent & East Sussex Canal Restoration Group)
Dig at Hanwell
Hatfield Cricket Club, Ascors t.anc, V'eln'r'n
Garden Citr': Branch A.C].Nl. folloned ltr.
Richard Thomas: Pres i den t
Abbev Comrnunitv Centre, -l:i Grcat Srnith
Street. SWI - NE\(lVENUE - BRANCH A.c.M.
fbllon'ed b1'N{ike Srevens: Vbat is Pdrliament
up to uitb tbe V/ateru'af,s?
Di€l: venue to be announccd
Founnin Inn, Barnting, N{eicLsrone: Branch AGII
Noggin & Natte r at thc Boar, Berkhar.nsred

Branch outing to visit Yorkshirc warers a\'s.
Guided walk along the Replenr's Canal from
Camden to lslington. (trIecr tr Camden To$.n tubc)
(Kent & Easr Sussex Canal Restoration Group)
Dig on the V'ev & Arun Canal
Visit to Leigh Flood Barrier Pon'dcr Nlill Lane.
I-eigh, near1bnbridge
AELI House. Primrose Hill, Chelsmford. Arthur
Farrancl Radle,v: The B.C.N.
Dig on the Chesterfteld Canal
Abbev Communitr-Centre, .14 Grcat Smith St.
S\\'l . NE\{'\'ENUE - Arthur Dungate: Audio
visurl presenlation about the Basingstoke Canal
and other topics.
Hatfleld Cricket Club, Ascors Lane. \Welwyn

Garden (litr'; Tim Whitlock: Tbomas Telfortl
Fountain Inn. Barming, N{aidstone: Ron Coxr
Carnls of V'ine

Tuesdar' 2 lst 8pm

Grand Union Canal Societt'

I\XA Chelmsford

KESCRG

IVA Hertfordshire

I\{A I,ONDON tsRANCH

London WRG
l\XAKent&ESussex
(]rand Iiruon Cenal Societv

APRI L
Saturdal'.ith-Sunda_v 5th I\XA LONDON BRANCH
Sundav 5th 2.30 pm M LONDON BRA.*CH

Saturdav 11th-Sunciar' 12 rh KESCRG

Sundar'5th 11 am IWA Kcnt & East Susscx

Thursdav 9th 8pm I\XA Chelmsford

Saturdal, I lth-Sunda_v l2th London \N'RG
Thursdar 16th I for -.JOpm lVA LONDON BRANCft

IlXA Hertfordshire

TUesday 28th 710 fbr 8pm I\XA Kenr & E Sussex
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I N LAN D WATE RWAYS ASSOC IATION
LONDON BRANCH 2OO CLUB

TO: The Officers Membership numbcr:.......

I I'ish to become a member of the Inland V/aterlr'ays Association London Branch 200 Club

and I enclose my cheque i standing order form in pavment for .... membenhips.

NAME:

ADDRESS

I agree to be bound by the rules of the Club.

SIGNATURE: .......DATE:

BANKER'S ORDER

TO: (Name and address of vour Bank)

. Bank plc

Address:

My / Our Deposit / Current Account number:.......

Please pay to the account of the Inland Vaterways Association London Branch 200 Club, No.
80529257 , softing code 2O-4O-33 atBarclays Bank plc, Highbury Branch, 2 Highbury Corner,

LondonN5 lRE,the sumof5........ onthe firstdayof *..........................anduntil
further notice on the | * first day of each month thereafter / first day of that month annuallv.

SIGNED: ..............DATE:................

ADDRESS:

' insert tbe monlb.follctu'ing tlJe current tnotttLt. * * cleletc as rtpltropri.tte

TO BANK: 'W'hen making payments please quote IWA Ref.no.

PLEASE RETURN BOTH HALVES OF THIS FORM TO
DAVrD GREATOREX, 17 MANSE ROAD, LONDON Nl6 7QH

Orisiution b)/ CP Grapbics Ltd. 5-9 Hene Hill Roa.l, SE21 Printed b! Leigbton Printiilg C.)mpanJ'. l5 Paltuer Place, li] 8DH



I,ONDOTI BRANCII DIARY

CATAL CLSATUP
Harch 7th BotJ BACR RIVERS (East London)
Start l0an Blaker Road by clty lllll Lock
fna 3:30pn Meet by Abbey Sceffoldtng- Rubblsh clearance
Harch 8th HANHELL (Ealtng)
b'i"ii r0"," Hancell top loit< (bv Three Brldges)
Eod 3; 30po Scrub el earance

;^aZ P
A86'Y

.tl
C

fi 66 of L@tud
turn lsfi ltrqoh
gott OJ T0 Tow-

PAIH odfolloY
iil;i Aes

SOCIAL HBBTINGS
Harch l2th
Start 8po
March l9th
Start 7: 30pm

March 3 I st
Start 8pm

Aprll 7th
Starl 8po

Apr'l I l6th
S!art 7: 30prn

Aprll 23rd
Start 8pm

S.E.Reglon AGM - Chelmsford
AUEW H6use, Prlorose Hlll, Chelmsford
London Branch AGM

Abbey Cooounlty Cent.re
Refrishoente WILL he avallable
0RPINGToN, Kent
"l.lhlte Hart", Hlgh street ' 0rplngton
Arthur Farrand RadleY
Canalg of the South EaBl
CROYDON

"Rallw6v Bell", North End, Croydon
Oooosltl Hest Croydon BR and bua statlons
i;;;k;;: Ken Parieh - KEscRG (to be confirmed)
Can8l restoratlon

ADrlI I4th UXBRIDGE
slart 8oo Hllllngdon Canal cruislng cltrh

Ilaterloo Road' Uxbrldge
Stsrte:8PE
Central London Soclal
Abbey Commrrn I fY Cent rr'
Refreshmentg tIILL be avallable
I{ALTIIAU ABBEY
Rammev Marsh Crulslng Club
Lea Rbad, lfaltham AbbeY (see rnaP)
Soeaker: Nel1 Edwards (to be conflrmed)
NLft ts a neober of the t{scerway Recovery croup
and chalrman of the Watereaya for All comrnlttee

Mav 2lst Central London Soclal
Stirt 7:30pm Abbey Conounlcy Centre' Refreshments t'IILL be avallable
.June 23rd CROYDON

Stsrr 8pE "Rallway Bell", North End, Croydoo
opposlt; fle8t Croydon BR and bus atatlong

For nore detal ls' of oeeLlngs or transpor! arrangeoenls^:ol:::t'
Erl.c Garland - 0322 342296 Tlm Leclg - u6t-)JU ttzo

oTHEA ACTIVITIES
Marcb lTth [,Jal I lngton LlbrarY
to Harch 28th Inlgnd i{oLerways Exhlbltlo

tncludlog dleplay by IIJA London Branch
Help requlred- at Heekends-to oan exhlblElon
Heli alio requlred March l6th,to 8et uP

cootsct : Roile Llmmlng 0895 252011
June 9ch Gutded lJaterway Walk UXBRIDGE

Stsrt 7:30pm Led by David Alllson-Beer, sE Reglon chalrman
neet Hllllngdon Canal Club

.lune lSth Gulded walk B0!l BACK RIVERS
Start 7r30prn meet ln fBSCOB car park by llouse Hlll brldge

CO}+IITTEE YACA}ICIES
There are several vacancLea on the London Branch conml!lee'
ii ior "a" 

lntercsted but do not clsh to conolt for s lhree yegr term' yorl

a;"id t; cL-opted for a shorter Perlod (oexloun I year)' -For roore

lnformatlon talk to any menber of Ehe coDolttee or phone Erlc Garland'

tl fut.3J north
l(r"]\ .gf'ittla
rhra4h odtes &
posg olga
fidgero ital,


